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No Child Left Untested 
Dear Parents, 

 

Please allow me to start this letter by stating that I am a firm believer in accountability.  When No Child Left Behind was 

first implemented over ten years ago, I fully supported it.  The law required that schools within each State give the 

same assessment to students which would allow valid and reliable comparisons of student achievement across schools 

throughout the State. Although the State exams were often flawed, at least there was a common State standard.  So, 

what has changed with Race to the Top and its implementation in New York State?  

 

We have moved to No Child Left Untested. Starting this year, and expanding into next year, EVERY student in grades 

kindergarten through grade 12 will be given pretests and post-tests in EVERY subject. Most of these new required     

exams still do not exist, have not been statistically validated nor has reliability been ensured. Yet, these mandated pro-

prietary exams, and district created student learning objectives (no continuity across districts now) will be used to 

evaluate teachers and principals on a scaled score from 1 – 100. Even music teachers in kindergarten will be giving pre 

and post tests with departmentally created Student Learning Objectives (SLOs). No other State or country has imple-

mented an educator rating system which guarantees unreliability across districts to such a degree. In addition, the fi-

nancial and academic costs to our district are enormous.  

 

Teachers and principals will be graded and labeled based on data that is unreliable and unstable.  Our teachers, as all 

others across the State, will need to focus their lessons on test preparation ensuring that students do well on these as-

sessments.  This is not being argumentative about accountability; instead, this is illuminating that our schools are being 

turned into Kaplan Test Preparation Centers.  This system is due to politicians who pandered to the polls and imple-

mented an assessment system that ultimately will hurt our kids. Add on the ongoing Tax Levy Cap and we will be fac-

ing a yearly fiscal crisis just trying to maintain everything outside of our core programs in the years to come. However, 

the sound bites from the politicians resonate wonderfully.  

 

Anyway, this is my opinion…regardless of whatever “score” I ultimately get.  

Warmest wishes, 

Peter Osroff, Ed.D.  



IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

Board of Education Budget Meetings and Work Sessions 

 April 3  Work Session 

April 17  Regular Meeting 

May 8 Public Hearing and Work Session 

May 15 Budget Vote 6 a.m.—10 p.m. at the high school 

 All meetings will be held at the high school at 8:15 p.m. 

ERB Writing Assessment  
 The WrAP is a nonfiction writing assessment program which will be given to 

our seventh grade students on May 8 and 9, 2012. Students will clarify or define various 

points of view, positions or possible courses of action as viable solutions to a problem-

atic situation through supporting facts or arguments. This assessment is used to get a 

general sense of our overall writing program’s effectiveness over multiple years and 

thus, helps us to target instruction in writing.  Even though we provide parents with a 

copy of their own child’s test results, the individual student’s results should not be 

viewed as a valid or reliable measure of his/her performance level as the test was not 

designed for this purpose. 

Spring Concert Schedule 

 Spring is in the air! Our students and faculty have been working hard to prepare 

for the spring concert season.  Below is a schedule of performances. 

 Concert Date/Location  Performers 

Spring Concert I Monday, April 2 

Garden City High School 

7 PM 

Band 6,7,8 

Late Night Jazz Band 

 

Spring Concert II Thursday, May 10 

Garden City  High School 

7 PM 

Chorus 6,7,8 

Festival Chorus 

Spring Concert 

III 

Wednesday, May 23 

Garden City Middle School 

Orchestra, Morning Jazz, Guitar 

7 PM 

Orchestra 6,7,8 

Guitar  

Morning Jazz Band 

APRIL 
 

April 2 
Spring Concert I 

7 PM @HS 
 

April 3 
Board of Education 

Budget/Work Session 
8:15 PM @HS 

 
End of Quarter 3 

 
April 6-April 13 
Spring Recess 

No Classes 
 

April 21 
GCTA Race for a Cure 

9 AM @HS 
 

April 17-19 
Grades 6,7,8 
NYS English  

Language Arts  
Assessment 

 
April  20, 23 -24 

Make-Ups 
NYS English  

Language Arts  
Assessment 

 
April 25-27 
Grades 6,7,8 

NYS Math Assessment 
 

April 30, May 1-2 
Make-Ups 

 NYS Math Assessment 
 

 

Patricia Heid—Editor 

Jaime and Paige Malone Foundation  

 Please join us once again for the Second Annual Zumba for the Jamie and Paige 

Malone Foundation on Friday, April 27 from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at the Garden City 

High School gym.  To buy tickets or make a donation to this worthy cause, please visit: 

http://www.iheartlongisland.com/long-island-event/2012-03-09/2nd-annual-zumba-for

-jamie-and-paige-malone-fundraiser-04272012-garden-city/. 



SPOTLIGHT ON  

The science department 

Congratulations Science Olympiads 

 On Saturday, March 3, students from the Science Research Club attended the Science Olympiad competition at 

CP Weber Middle School in Port Washington.  They came home with a record eleven medals in six events!   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 All Science Olympiad members contributed to the team success; the team ranking improved by 43% from last 

year!  These team members include: Robert Brosnan, Patrick Creaven, Will Demaria,  Nicholas Gardyn, Tommy Gra-

ham, Joseph Graham, Julia Gaberlavage, Grant Henneberger, Evan Jozkowski, Patrick Marschhausen, Riley Nolan, Tia 

Petrides, Aiden Polke, Brandon Singh, Vedant Trivedi, Thomas Van Noy, and Dean Van Noy.  Congratulations to all! 

 

  

Yang (Richard) Liu and Christian Ferris 1st place in Food Science 

Andreas Petrides And Tyler Sarkis 4th place in Meteorology 

Dessie DiMino and Brandon Gong 5th place Anatomy 

John Mignone and Stephanie Zaferiou 5th place in Food Science 

Andy Trzeciak 6th place in Bottle Rocket 

Brandon Gong & Richard Nessler 6th place in Disease Detectives 

Yianni Flouskakos and Joe Fulgieri Honorable Mention for Crime Busters 

Andy Trzeciak Honorable Mention for Mission Possible 

Congratulations Dessie Dimino and Caralyn Roeper  

 Two students from Dr. Zaferiou's Science Research elective class participated in the Ocean Pals National Poster 

Contest.  In the sixth-to eighth-grade category, Dessie Dimino and Caralyn Roeper, won second place and third place 

regional awards, respectively. The contest encourages young people to become aware of the marine environment and 

share their concerns for it. The girls will receive their awards on Sunday, March 25, at the Beneath the Sea Exposition in 

New Jersey.  Congratulations to the students, their families, and especially to Science Research teacher, Dr. Zaferiou, 

whose hard work, dedication and enthusiasm made it happen! 

Hands-On Learning   

 In a science classroom instruction can be differentiated to meet the needs of  

the visual, auditory, and bodily/kinesthetic learner. For example, SMART Board ac-

tivities allow the students to interact with parts of the plant and animal cell, systems of 

the human body, and models of the atom. Hands-on laboratory activities are used for 

measuring length, mass, volume, density, using the microscope, and preparing plant 

and animal cell slides. Role playing is used for stages of mitosis and types of chemical 

reactions. Demonstrations are used to illustrate physical and chemical changes as well 

as diffusion of iodine through a membrane. 



SPOTLIGHT ON  

The science department 

Instruction Designed to Address All Learning Styles 

 In a team support science classroom, a learning style inventory is given to students to assess their different 

learning modalities.  Students are then able to reflect upon their strengths and weaknesses as learners and create learn-

ing and study strategies that suit their styles, while also maximizing their interest in learning.  As such, lessons to pre-

teach and re-teach content are differentiated by learning styles.  Special attention is paid to targeting multiple avenues 

for students to access, process, and internalize content material. Below is an example of how this is done in the science 

classroom. 

  In science class students study astronomy, which includes understanding the life cycle of a star.  Students need 

to recognize that a star’s life cycle depends on its mass and be able to describe what happens to the Sun, throughout its 

life cycle.  Various learning activities have been created by the co-teacher that target bodily/kinesthetic, visual/spatial, 

verbal, auditory, interpersonal, and logical/mathematical intelligences. 

 

PLAY: A humorous play is written by the teacher to tap into 

students’ interest.  Characters like “Whitey the White Dwarf” 

stimulate their interest and allow students to utilize their in-

terpersonal, verbal, auditory, and bodily/kinesthetic learning 

styles.  Students took parts and acted out the life cycle of a 

star.  Students often ask to perform the play again and again! 

VIDEO CLIP: To help students visualize this process, which 

can be abstract to them, a video clip is shown with a step-by- 

step audio and visual on the life cycle of a star.  Students are 

amazed and get to see what a stellar nebula, white dwarf, and 

supernova look like, just to name a few.  This activity benefit-

ted the auditory, visual, and logical/mathematical learners, who need to see and hear events in a logical order.  

SEQUENTIAL DIAGRAM: As mentioned above, students create a sequential representation of the process to aid the 

visual learners, who need to see a diagram to memorize information.  This also helped the logical/mathematical learn-

ers, who tend to learn by writing out sequential processes, and the bodily/kinesthetic learners, who learn best when 

keeping their pencils active as they draw or write out information. 

RELATING THE PROCESS TO LIFE:  Each stage of the life cycle of a star can be related to the stages in human life.  

For example, a protostar, is likened to a human baby, while a white dwarf, is similar to being elderly.  By relating the 

material to students lives, they are able to make a connection with the information, understand it better, and ultimately 

remember it. 

Seventh Grade Students  Participate in “Exploring Photosynthesis” Study  

 Science students in Mrs. Hatzichristos’ and Dr. Zaferiou’s science class took part in a study researching the 

learning possibility of integrating electronic games into school curricula.  This research is based on Jerome Bruner’s 

book, Actual Minds, Possible Worlds.  The study is being conducted by Possible Worlds, which is a National Research 

and Development Center on Instructional Technology.  It is being funded through a five year grant from the United 

States Department of Education’s Institute of Education Sciences.   

 The goal of this study is to evaluate whether digital games based on photosynthesis concepts benefits students’ 

understanding of the topic.   Two pressing educational challenges are being explored: clarifying middle school stu-

dents’ misconceptions on the subject matter and identifying their struggles with scientific literacy of the content matter.   

 



SPOTLIGHT ON  

The science department 

Garden City Middle School “Science Museum Hall” 

 As a part of the seventh grade unit on DNA and heredity, Mrs. Hatzichristos and Dr. Zaferiou had one of their 

science classes research the structure and function of DNA.  Using differentiated instruction techniques, they had the 

students create a “museum quality exhibition gallery.”  The information was presented by painting the windows of the 

second floor hallway with the information to be taught.  Each expert team of student scientists headed a tour of their 

“wing” of the  museum and taught their topic to the visitors.  Lively discussions ensued.  The “exhibit” was left to be 

viewed and studied by other visiting students for several days.  This provided for a unique self-guided learning experi-

ence.  Much to the dismay of the seventh graders, the exhibit was closed before scheduled DNA exams were held.  

Ampicillin-Resistant Bacterial Study Performed by Seventh Graders 

 Scientists from The Dolan DNA Center in Cold Spring Harbor visited seventh grade science students again this 

year. The visiting educators met with Ms. Burkett’s, Mr. Czachor’s, Ms. Wilk’s, and Dr. Zaferiou’s seventh grade sci-

ence classes over the course of four days. The students were quite excited and were not disappointed. This is a mean-

ingful real world experience.  

 The students were introduced to the science and history behind bacterial resistance to antibiotics.  The visiting 

scientists also guided the students in completing basic laboratory techniques while they prepared their petri dishes 

with various strains of harmless bacteria. The dishes were systematically treated with ampicillin and kanamycin antibi-

otic pellets.  The young scientists were then to predict the results. Bacteria that are killed by antibiotics would present 

with a characteristic halo around the pellet.  The students waited as the bacteria incubated and the antibiotics worked 

their magic.   

     At last their wait was over and shouts of wonder and amazement were heard as 

the scientists realized that their predictions were on the mark! The day’s experiment 

was truly a success!  Our budding scientists were very proud of themselves! 

 

Using Jigsaw Grouping to Differentiate Instruction  

 Jigsaw grouping is a differentiated grouping strategy used in the classroom to maximize interaction among 

students.  This cooperative learning style allows students to depend on each other for information about a specific 

topic.  This strategy works by dividing up the class into five or six small groups; each member of the group is responsi-

ble for a specific topic.  For example, if students are studying the planets, each student in the group will become an ex-

pert on a specific planet by meeting with the experts from the other groups and researching their planet together.  After 

all the research has been completed, the groups come back together, and each planet expert shares their information 

with the group.  Jigsaw grouping  allows students to work at their own pace and at a level that suits their ability. 

Providing Students a Choice  

 Differentiated instruction is happening in the  co-taught science classroom.  For example, as a culminating ac-

tivity on the functions of cells students are given a Tic-Tac-Toe board with nine possible mini-projects in each box.  The 

projects encompass the different intelligences so that each child can find a project that reflects an interest or talent that 

he or she has. The students have to select three assessments to complete, connected in a horizontal, vertical or diagonal 

line on the board, just like the game, Tic-Tac-Toe.  The assignments are strategically placed to ensure a certain amount 

of rigor and content is in every possible combination.  Students created posters, charts, songs, paragraphs, poems or 

cartoons according to their own interests and abilities. 



IN & AROUND  

G c m s  

Differentiating Writing in the Social Studies Classroom  

 The R.A.F.T. strategy infuses writing with imagination, creativity, and motivation.   R.A.F.T. is an acronym:  

R- Role of the writer; A-Audience for the writer; F- Format of the writing, and T-Topic to be addressed.  The strategy involves 

writing from a viewpoint other than that of a standard social studies assignment (TEES paragraph, DBP or DBQ).  

R.A.F.T. assignments can easily be differentiated for classroom instruction. Teachers can vary the topics students write 

about based on ability (factual, analytical or evaluative) or interest.  The following two R.A.F.T. assignments are differ-

entiated based on both student ability and interest. 

 

After a class debate on the War of 1812, seventh grade students could choose one of the R.A.F.T. assignments below:  

After reading an excerpt of Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle, eighth students could choose one of the R.A.F.T. assignments 

below. 

R: President James Madison 

A:  Congress 

F:  Speech 

T:  Explain why war with Britain is neces-

sary for the nation. 

R: Secretary of State James Monroe 

A: President James Madison 

F: Letter or Memo 

T: Advise President Madison of the posi-

tive and negative effects of going to war 

with Britain 

R: Illustrator 

A: American public 

F: Political Cartoon 

T: Take a position on the Declaration of 

War against Britain; create a political 

cartoon to be published in an American 

R: A Food Label 

A: Consumer 

F: Three frame cartoon (drawings and 

written captions) 

T: Explain what the Pure Food and Drug 

Act is, why it was passed, and how will 

benefit consumers 

R: A piece of meat 

A: Fly on the wall 

F: Monologue 

T: Describe a day in the life of a piece of 

meat in a meat packing plant in New 

York City, circa 1900; explain how life 

for a piece of meat has changed since 

1900 

R: Owner of a meat packing plant 

A: Congress 

F: Speech 

T: Lobby against the passage of the Pure 

Food Drug Act  

Ms. Biondi’s Art Corner 
 This month the Garden City Middle School's 5th Annual Eighth Grade Art Reception will 

take place! The exhibition will be Monday, April 23, 2012, at 7p.m. Parents, students, teachers, 

and administration are all welcome to view the wonderful unveiling of this year’s eighth grade 

art installation.  

 The work will include ceramic self-portraits created by students as well as paintings and 

refreshments provided by the Family and Consumer Science Department.  Congratulations to our 

eighth grade art students and special thanks to our wonderful custodial staff and administration 

for all of your continued support of the Fine Arts! 



IN & AROUND  

Eighth Grade Students Delve into Research 

 The eighth grade students have been working on a research paper that requires them to analyze the choices 

people have made in history and the effects of these choices on society. Some students will be using www.easybib.com 

for the first time to record notes and sources.  This is a tool that is used by students at the high school as well.  The stu-

dents will also be using www.turnitin.com as a means to prevent plagiarism and to help students become more aware 

of the importance of properly citing information derived from various sources. Introducing middle school students to 

these tools will not only assist in their transition to the high school, but it will also help to further develop their research 

and writing skills.  

 The teachers of eighth grade social studies, English, and special education have provided training on how to 

use these tools, help students recognize reputable sources, and facilitate the writing process.  These teachers include 

Mrs. Sheehan, Mrs. Vitucci, Mrs. DeCillis, Ms. Fregosi, Ms. Zafiropoulos, Ms. Feerick, Mrs. Aguilo, Mrs. Tavernise, Mrs. 

Pollack, Mrs. Pellettieri, and Mrs. Pappas. In some of the students’ research, they are connecting the experiences of A.T. 

Stewart, the founder of Garden City, and immigrants of the late 1800s to the present.  Students are learning about their 

local history and how it relates to global trends. In other classes, students have researched an influential figure in 

American history and determined what kind of effect he/she had on America and its citizens. In addition, the papers 

will be considered for submission for a research contest through the New York State Archives. 

Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools (MOEMS)  

 The fourth meet of the Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools (MOEMS) was held on Tues-

day, February 7, 2012.  The school score (total of the top 10) for our 6th Grade Olympians was 47 of a possible 50.  Terri-

fic!!  Seven students had perfect scores: Julia Choi, Brandon Gong, Michael Liberopoulos, Tyler Soutar, Paul Sekas, Cate 

Schick, and Seungmin Woo.  The following students had 4 correct: Andrew DeSantis, John Murphy, and John O’Hare.  

CUMULATIVE TOTALS 

 
 

Look for results of the final contest and overall awards in the next newsletter! 

 

NAME TEACHER MEET 1 MEET 2 MEET 3 MEET 4 TOTAL 

Julia Choi Hakes 5 5 5 5 20 

Brandon Gong Orrego 5 5 5 5 20 

Catherine Schick Nardone 5 4 5 5 19 

Seungmin Woo Orrego 4 4 5 5 18 

John Murphy Nardone 4 5 4 4 17 

Paul Sekas Nardone 4 4 4 5 17 

Tyler Soutar Nardone 4 3 5 5 17 

Michael Liberopoulos Giangrande 4 3 4 5 16 

Melissa Whitney Hakes 3 4 5 3 15 



The Garden City Middle School Library 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

The GCMS Library opens at 7:30 a.m. 

 
  

  

  

  We are Not Eaten by Yaks 

(An Accidental Adventure Series:  Book 1) 

by C. Alexander London 

 

Eleven-year-old twins Oliver and Celia Navel live on the 4-1/2th floor of the Explorers 

Club with their father, Dr. Navel. Their mother, Dr. Navel, has been missing for years. 

So when an explorer shows up with a clue as to where his wife could be, Dr. Navel 

drags Oliver and Celia to Tibet to find her. Once there, the twins fall out of airplanes, 

encounter Yetis, travel through waterfalls, and end up in the Demon Fortress of the War-

rior King where they - just possibly - might find their mother and save their father from 

the Poison Witches. Thing is, they would much rather be watching television. And if 

their trip doesn't work out as planned, the twins could end up as slaves to Sir Edmund 

Thitheltorpe III, an evil explorer with breath that smells like boiled carrots, who has it in 

for the whole Navel family. 

  

 
 

  Ship Breaker 

by Paolo Bacigalupi 

 

In America's Gulf Coast region, where grounded oil tankers are being broken down for 

parts, Nailer, a teenage boy, works the light crew, scavenging for copper wiring just to 

make quota—and hopefully live to see another day. But when, by luck or chance, he dis-

covers an exquisite clipper ship beached during a recent hurricane, Nailer faces the most 

important decision of his life: Strip the ship for all it's worth or rescue its lone survivor, a 

beautiful and wealthy girl who could lead him to a better life. . . . 

  

 
  

  

  The Time Traveling Fashionista  

by Bianca Turetsky 

 

It was the perfect powdery pink gown, a long, draped skirt that flowed out from an em-

pire waist, intricately detailed with shimmery gold thread and tiny silver beads. It was 

delicate and feminine, and Louise knew that no one at Fairview Junior High would have 

anything like it. She quickly plucked it out of the closet and announced that she had 

found The One. 

 

Louise Lambert has always dreamed of movie starlets and exquisite gowns, and longs 

for the day when she can fill the closet of her normal suburban home with stylish treas-

ures. But when she receives a mysterious invitation to a vintage fashion sale in the mail, 

her once painfully average life is magically transformed into a time—travel adventure. 

Suddenly on board a luxurious cruise ship a hundred years ago, Louise relishes the 

glamour of this opulent age and slips into a life of secrets, drama, and decadence. 

      

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/matthew-cody
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/gordon-korman/2114757

